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Small Scale Logging Demo
2 November @ 10am 
Whitley County Extension Office

4275 N. Hwy 25W, Williamsburg, KY 40769





Winter Tips and Reminders
Tips for the Winter Season - The winter is a time of adaptation for farmers in Kentucky. We have to
change the way we manage our livestock in order to sustain the animals as well as preserve our
pastures for the coming spring. As forage becomes less available throughout the months of
December, January, and February, supplemental feed is the main alternative for most farmers.
Some pastures become unavailable for grazing and careful thought should be put into how to
efficiently maintain livestock. Here are just a few things to keep in mind as you prepare for the
winter.

Check hay quality before feeding
Move cattle often to avoid compaction and destruction of pasture area
Move cattle according to weather conditions to avoid heavy traffic on pastures
If possible, feed cattle on an all-weather surface or feeding pads
Consider feeding hay in feeders that don’t allow much waste
Plan for any changes to your grazing system that will be made in the spring
If you are planning on frost seeding clover, the best time to seed is February-early March
Apply fertilizer according to soil tests
Apply nitrogen in February to promote early grass growth if needed

Reminders for Winter Watering - Keeping watering systems from freezing during the winter months
has been a challenge for as long as domesticated cattle have been raised in cold climates. Mature
beef cattle can consume as much as 30+ gallons of water in a day. The amount will fluctuate
depending on the weather, how much the cow is eating, distance to water, or if the cow is lactating.
Hydration keeps the digestive tract functioning.
Below are ways to keep water available during the winter.

Check waterers daily for any freezing that may occur.
Be aware of location (if system is not in a building). Watering systems that aren’t exposed to
any sunlight will stay frozen much longer than those in a sunny area. Also pay attention to
elevation as a lower elevation will stay at a lower temperature in the early part of the day.
Check your watering system for contamination on a regular basis. Food particles often
contaminate water as well as fecal material/urine.
Utilize insulation: Indoor watering sheds, insulated buckets/troughs, and insulated water tanks.
Take advantage of buildings and terrain that are already available to you.
Avoid ball waterers if you have recently weaned calves in your herd. A calf is unable to push
down the ball if it freezes and will not be able to access the water.
Keep water pipes from freezing. Make sure any exposed pipe that is capable of freezing is
insulated.
Burying water lines is the most common way farmers utilize insulation, although some use hay
or fabric and surround the pipe with these materials.
Geothermal heating of troughs can be an alternative to conventional insulation, though this
can take time to set up.
If any heating elements are being used, check to see if they are keeping water at the desired
temperature. While doing this, make sure there is no electrical current in the water from a
malfunctioning heating unit.



Winter preparation gives
gardeners a jump on spring

As winter draws to a close, it is time for vegetable and flower gardeners to start preparing for the
spring planting season, said Rick Durham, associate extension professor for consumer
horticulture at the University of Kentucky.

The vegetable growing season is fast approaching for some areas of the state. Gardeners can
plant peas as early as late February in western Kentucky, and they can plant cabbage, broccoli,
lettuce, spinach greens and onions as early as mid March, he said. Central Kentucky gardeners
can start planting peas in early March and eastern-area gardeners can begin planting in mid
March.

One of the things vegetable gardeners can do during the late winter is to have their soil tested. If
the soil test indicates a nutrient is lacking, gardeners can add it to the soil. This is especially true
if a pH change is needed. Nitrogen, which is the most commonly needed nutrient, is an exception
to late winter nutrient application. It should be added just before or during planting, he said.

Late winter and early spring is also the time to incorporate organic matter into gardens, which
enhances the soil’s productivity, Durham said. Organic matter can be obtained from either
commercially available sources that include composted manure and other composted products,
such as leaf mold, or compost produced by gardeners since the last growing season. Gardeners
should apply compost up to two to three inches deep in their garden and then work it into the
soil until it reaches 10 to 12 inches in depth.

Gardeners should also remove debris from their beds to prevent potential pest problems in the
spring.

“Debris can serve as an overwintering place for pests, both insects and diseases,” Durham said.
“Insects and their eggs can be hidden in the debris, and the diseases can produce spores once
they begin growing again, which can infest gardens.”

Those with flower gardens may already be seeing signs of spring as bulbs, such as tulips and
daffodils, start to send up shoots. Many other garden perennials will begin showing signs of
growth soon.

“As the plants begin to grow, if you mulched a lot in the fall, pull the mulch back around the
crown of the perennial,” Durham said. “If you didn’t mulch in the fall, you should mulch this
spring.”

Unlike perennials, most annuals shouldn’t be planted until after Derby Day, or the first of May,
to prevent damage from a late spring freeze.















Whitley County 
Beekeepers Association

Who We Are: Beekeepers sharing successes, learning, knowledge, wisdom,
ideas, tips, excitement, honey, recipes, and encouragement.  

What We Do: Enthusiastically help new beekeepers get started, expand the
knowledge of experienced beekeepers, share our passion for beekeeping,
collect swarms, process and sell honey through local contacts and farmers
markets

When We Meet:  2nd Monday of every month at 6 p.m.

Where We Meet:  Whitley County Extension Office, 4275 N. Hwy 25 W,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Facebook Page:  Whitley County Beekeepers Association

E-mail Address:  whitleycountykybeekeepers@gmail.com

For more information contact: 
Whitley County Extension

606-549-1430
Follow the Whitley County Beekeepers Association on Facebook

  

Mon. Oct 14–Business Meeting and 2025 Planning
Mon. Dec 9–Holiday Party and Beekeeper of the Year

Subject to Change. See Whitley County Beekeepers Association Facebook for updates





Cook Wild Kentucky

Scan QR code for more recipes on Fish, Deer, Rabbit, 
Frog, Duck, Turkey, Squirrel, Beaver, Turtle and Dove 



Available Equipment
Please Call to reserve Equipment 606-549-1430

*Lessee pays a refundable deposit of $100, which will be refunded when equipment is returned clean

Vegetable Planter Lime Spreader Mulch LIft

Potato Planter Potato Hiller & Sprayer Potato Harvestor

Small Mulch Layer

Mini Layer w/ Mulch Lift & 
Trailer (KSU)

Large Mulch Layer w/ Trailer

Manure Spreader Tiller Raised Bed Tiller Chicken Plucker Scalder

Seeder



The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education
and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and
institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic
origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy,
marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity.

Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to

Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105,
Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,

the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032
or

US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410.

For weekly updates tune into 104.3 FM every
Tuesday around 7:15 am for the weekly AG

report by Agriculture Agent Stacy White and
Horticulture Agent Ben Prewitt
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